
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Sumatran Ranger Project Quarterly Report 2 

July 2021 Leuser Ecosystem, North Sumatra



 

 

Note from program leaders 

 
 

 

Our Vision  
To ensure long term protection of the forest 

edge within the Leuser Ecosystem in North 

Sumatra.  

Our Mission  
To halt activities that damage the forest 

edge environment and are a threat to 

wildlife, and to support forest edge 

communities living within the Leuser 

Ecosystem.  
 

 

 

 

The last three months have been 

business as usual for our patrol 

teams. It is now durian season and 

there has been a number of 

requests for assistance from forest 

edge communities to help with 

human-orangutan conflict. These 

requests often interrupt monthly 

patrols, but the team is committed 

to responding to every event they 

are called to, to ensure orangutans 

are moved on safely and 

communities feel supported.  

The team have identified a site for 

another predator-proof livestock 

corral and will begin construction 

alongside other locals in late July.  

We are very pleased to have 

received confirmation of support 

from Thin Green Line Foundation, 

Fimakoda Aotearoa, International 

Elephant Project, Partnerships 4 

Protection as well as Toronto Zoo 

and Animal Assist recently. 

Combined, this support enables the 

team to continue to have a full-time 

presence in the buffer zone outside 

the National Park and ensure forest 

edge communities are supported 

with resources and knowledge to 

help keep wildlife safe.  

Over the upcoming quarter SRP will 

build another two livestock corrals 

as well as transition all Kawasaki 

motorbikes to Honda, a much more 

cost-efficient motorbike to service 

and maintain. This will result in 

significant savings.  

Thank you to everyone who supports 

the incredible work of our team. 

Aries Sutresno & Amy Robbins 
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Human-wildlife conflict

   

Durian fruit damaged by an orangutan 

During June and into July the team 

has responded to a number of 

incidents where orangutans have 

come out of the National Park and 

into durian trees close to the forest. 

Durian has high economic value in 

Indonesia and is known as ‘the king 

of fruits’ throughout South-East Asia. 

Smallholders in forest edge 

communities grow this highly prized 

crop as it contributes significantly to 

growers’ income security.  Durian is 

nutritious and appealing to 

orangutans and throughout durian 

season (typically June to August in 

North Sumatra) human-orangutan 

conflict significantly increases as 

orangutans raid these crops that are 

planted close to the forest. Often 

surrounding trees like rubber, make 

an easy pathway out of the forest 

directly into the durian tree. Our 

team have been trialling cutting 

down surrounding rubber trees in 

particular areas with the aim to  

reduce the likelihood of crop 

raiding.  

 

Rangers taking GPS coordinates of orangutan 

conflict 

SRP provides support to affected 

growers through responding to 
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every incident they are made 

aware of and helping to drive 

orangutans safely back to the 

National Park using noise deterrents 

and assistance from locals. We 

collaborated with Orangutan 

Information Centre (OIC) and the 

National Park Authority (TNGL) in 

May to respond to an orangutan 

conflict incident.  

 

Sumatran orangutan in durian tree  

There has been a single incident 

reported over the past three months 

of livestock loss to a Sumatran tiger 

in the SRP patrol area; a reduction of 

80% since the previous reporting 

period. The incident involved a 

single cow killed by a tiger less than 

1km from the National Park. The 

owner did not allow camera traps to 

be installed to record information 

about the tiger. The team helped 

the owner destroy the remains of the 

cow to reduce the likelihood of the 

tiger returning.  

 

Livestock killed by a Sumatran tiger in April 

The rangers responded to one 

sighting of fresh tiger pugmarks in 

private land alongside the National 

Park and used noise deterrents to 

help ensure the tiger 

moved away from the 

area. No further 

evidence of the tiger was seen near 

the community afterwards. 

 

Tiger pugmark 

In July some of the rangers will work 

alongside other locals in the 

community of Gelugur to build our 

fourth predator-proof livestock 

corral, thanks to support from 

Toronto Zoo. 
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Patrols
Over the past three months only six 

active snares were found on patrol, 

and all were deactivated and 

destroyed. This is another excellent 

result for this quarter and a 

reduction of almost 70% since the 

previous reporting period. 

 

Ranger Serasi destroys a snare in April 

A lone Sumatran elephant bull was 

followed in April and June and 

observed at close range to 

consume oil palm. There were no 

reports of human-elephant conflict 

in this reporting period and no 

elephants were pushed away from 

community land.  

 

During the last quarter a total of 21 

vertebrate species were recorded 

whilst on patrol. Data collected 

includes direct sightings, faeces, 

nests, footprints, rubbings and 

evidence of human-wildlife conflict 

such as crop raiding. 

 

Fresh Malayan sun bear claw markings 

 

Active elephant track seen on patrol 
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The team continue to collect data 

on the local Sumatran elephant 

population with dung age 

estimation, sightings, and footprint 

measurements being recorded. 

Due to the ongoing impact of Covid 

there is still no confirmation on when 

the Sumatran elephant population 

census will resume.  

 

Measuring elephant footprints 

Thanks to support from Thin Green 

Line Foundation, the team will be 

equipped with hammocks to use 

whilst on patrol. This reduces the 

need to climb trees to observe 

wildlife safely. They’re also a great 

vessel to camp in overnight in the 

forest.  
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Thank you to our supporters

              

 

                      

                     

 

    

Support spotlight 

Thank you to Animal Assist for their recent 

‘Community Corral’ campaign, fundraising to 

help us build a predator-proof livestock corral.  

 



 

 

Contact 
sumatranrangers@gmail.com 

Instagram: @sumatranrangerproject  

Facebook: facebook.com/sumatranrangerproject 

Twitter: @sumatranrangers  
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